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1. Introduction 
 
A number of the recommendations in this report relate to improvements to the public realm. 
In the context of the Mosman Park town centre area, the public realm consists mainly of 
streets, laneways and Centenary Park.  
 
Realising the overall vision for the Mosman Park town centre area significantly depends on 
defining a ‘language’ for the public realm landscape and delivering a set of specific 
landscape and streetscape initiatives in key locations. For this reason, this section of the 
report is split into two parts.  
 
The first part of this section describes general landscape initiates that includes:  
 
• A landscape vision and a suite of supporting landscape principles; 
• A palette for trees and other plants in the public realm; 
• A set of palettes for paving treatments; and  
• A set of palettes for street furniture. 
 
The second part of this section describes a series of specific public realm initiatives in the 
Mosman Park town centre area. Some of these are relatively simple and inexpensive and 
could be delivered relatively quickly, while others are more complex, require further 
development, are more expensive and will take longer to implement.  

2. General landscape initiatives 
 

Landscape vision  
The recommended theme is to reimagine the Mosman Park town centre area as ‘The 
Gardens’, where a dense and eclectic landscape character contributes to a place that 
becomes, in effect, a habitable urban botanical garden with great linkages. In this context 
the landscape vision is for:  
 
‘An urban landscape with a diversity of climate-appropriate planting that adds colour, 
shade and richness to the sense of place, and expresses the passing of the 
seasons.” 
 
Landscape principles  
The following principles are recommended to provide guidance to the Town of Mosman Park 
in developing and implementing a landscape strategy for the Mosman Park town centre 
area, and supporting the landscape vision:  
 
• Embrace, celebrate and augment the diversity of trees and other planting; 
• Increase the amount and quality of landscaping in the streetscapes; 
• Utilise a diverse landscape as a dominant theme to pull together the differing characters 

of the built form in the different precincts; 
• Utilise the diversity of landscape to enable broader bio-diversity and greater awareness of 

seasonality; 
• Encourage a colourful landscape palette to add life, fun and vibrancy to the place, 

especially where the architecture does not; 
• Establish Stirling Highway as a landscaped corridor that provides a welcoming 

introduction to the Mosman Park town centre area rather than a de-facto bypass; 
• Adopt a ‘gold, silver and bronze’ paving and infrastructure palette to visually reinforce the 

importance of the town centre; 
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• Encourage flowering plant species and species with varied forms to provide further visual 
interest and diversity; 

• Introduce planters and climbers to raise the landscaping from the floor;   
• Use ground covers and low shrubs to visually soften the streetscape and contrast with 

vertical elements;  
• Introduce rain gardens where possible to harvest stormwater and infiltrate it locally. 
• Direct stormwater to street tree pit wherever possible. 
• Identifying localised planting opportunities to start transforming utilitarian lanes into ‘mews 

streets’ and consider offering landowner planting grants for key locations;  
 
Street trees and other planting 
The proposed primary street tree palette provides for a range of native and introduced 
species that establish a basic theme of diversity and includes trees that respond to the 
different needs in both urban and residential streets by providing shade, colour and 
punctuation. Having established a primary street palette, the palette can be further 
augmented locally with additional street tree varieties albeit based on a suite of street tree 

selection principles.  
 

 
Street tree selection principles  
The following principles provide guidance on the selection of appropriate street trees to 
augment the primary street tree palette:  
 
• Provide a mixture of deciduous trees where winter solar access is preferred (such as 

alfresco dining areas and north-facing apartments); 
• Plant evergreen flowering trees to provide interest throughout the year and to support 

habitat opportunities for local fauna; 
• Provide residents with some flexibility as to replacement species when a street tree on 

their verge needs to be replaced; 
• Consider smaller ornamental species adjacent to, or in, alfresco areas to create a sense 

of enclosure for diners and provide visual interest; 
• Plan majestic but manageable specimens in strategically visible areas such as street 

corners and in roundabouts;  
• Utilise trees with visually interesting features such as trunk shape, bark/, flowers, 

foliage, or texture; and 
• Avoid large specimens that will create overshadowing, limb drop or root invasion issues 

in future; and 
• Consider the potential to phase out certain species over time that are less favoured like 

the Queensland Brush Box (Lophostemon confertus) and replace them with a more 
appropriate species. 

 
 
 

Indicative primary street tree palette 
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General landscape planting palette 
The proposed general landscape planting palette provides a suggestion for understorey 
planting within the public realm across all of the five precincts of the town centre area. 
 
The aim of the general landscape palette is to: 
 
• Provide a degree of ‘common DNA’ throughout the town centre area; 
• Include plants that are local to the area and help to enhance the sense of place;  
• Create a starting point for further localised augmentation with other species; 
• Provide a high degree of visual interest and diversity of colour and form; and 
• Identify a range of plants that suit spaces of different uses such as car parks, rain 

gardens, and with sunny and shady qualities.  
 

Indicative general landscape planting palette 
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Public Realm palettes 
The paving and street infrastructure elements are tiered into three palettes.  
 
The Gold Standard will be used in expected high use areas (Mosman Downtown precinct), 
Silver Standard for medium use areas (St Leonards Green and The Parkway precincts) and 
Bronze Standard in the quieter parts of the Town Centre Area (The Village and The 
Churches precincts). 
 
Paving palettes 
The Gold, Silver and Bronze palettes for the paving treatment are selected to visually 
reinforce the relative importance of the Mosman Park town centre core and then graduate its 
qualities back into the surrounding area. Specific qualities of the paving palettes include:  
 
• A complementary colour palette; 
• Suitability for simple detailing and high levels of workmanship; 
• Low embodied energy;  
• High durability; 
• Low maintenance requirements;  
• Recyclable materials; and  
• Natural local material. 
 
Indicative examples of the application of the Gold, Silver and Bronze Standard paving 
palettes are illustrated in the part street plans below: 

 
 
 

Indicative use of the landscape palettes in the town centre 
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The indicative material selections for each of the Gold, Silver and Bronze Standard paving 
palettes are illustrated below: 
 

 
Street infrastructure palettes 
The existing street furniture in the town centre is generally eclectic, which is the likely result 
of ad hoc installations over time. Some of the existing street infrastructure is ageing and in 
need of replacement. In accordance with the recommendation that the Town of Mosman 
Park develop a common theme of paving infrastructure and furnishings for the town centre 
area, a suite of Gold, Silver, and Bronze Standard street infrastructure palettes has been 
identified (refer Street infrastructure palettes below). The elements are selected for 
durability in the coastal environs and should be organized to encourage a broad range of 
social interactions. A series of generously-dimensioned seating elements should be placed 
strategically at key locations along the journey. All furniture should be located in positions 
that are not obstructive and will help to guide people through the site.  

The furniture in built up areas would be a mixture of permanent features and temporary 
tables and chairs associated with the restaurants and cafés. A series of standard, off-the-
shelf street furnishings - including bicycle stands, signage, bins and lighting has been 
selected to reflect the finishes hierarchy.  



Mosman Park Town Centre Vision – Final Report – Part 3  
 
 

mackay urbandesign  May 2019 
 

8 

The manufacturers and model of these street furnishings should be consistent with Town of 
Mosman Park’s street furniture palette and maintenance requirements.  

The indicative material selections for each of the Gold, Silver and Bronze Standard street 
infrastructure palettes are illustrated below: 

 

Street furniture palettes 

Street infrastructure palettes 
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3. Specific landscape and place-making initiatives  
 
In addition to the general landscaping recommendations, the base palette of street trees and 
other vegetation, and the Gold. Silver and Bronze palettes for paving and street 
infrastructure, there are a range of recommended site-specific landscape and place-making 
initiatives that would further enhance the character, legibility, and sense of identity of the 
Mosman Park town centre area. These are identified below. 
 
Entry point improvements 
The following suite of initiatives were identified to improve awareness of the Mosman Park 
town centre at the main entry points.  
 

  
 
 
Plant dense landscaping along the western verge of Stirling Highway (and street trees on 
the eastern verge) to reduce the openness of the combined road/rail reserve. 

Introduce a pattern treatment to the road 
carriageways on Glyde and Stuart Streets 
and the section of Stirling Highway 
between Glyde and Stuart Streets. 

‘Book end’ the precinct with landscape entry 
features on Stirling Highway to announce the 
arrival to the Mosman Park town centre area. 

Road pattern Landscape entry features 

 Stirling Highway – Western landscaped edge to the town centre area 
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Improve the IGA car park by planting trees at intervals between the bays and supplementary 
soft landscape in non-trafficable areas within the site.  Whilst this in not strictly the public 
realm, it has a significant visual impact on the presentation of the town centre to Stirling 
Highway – as much as if it were the public realm. It should also be noted that this proposal 
may only be a stop-gap measure until the site is redeveloped. 
 
Glyde Street and Stuart Street 
Plant trees along the Glyde Street retail core, incorporate other localised planting, parklets, 
street furniture, and feature paving to improve pedestrian amenity and create a stronger 
sense of place. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Glyde Street – streetscape improvements 

 IGA carpark -tree planting and soft landscape 
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Introduce parking bay ‘parklet’ on the southern side of Glyde Street to increase al fresco 
activity with a northern aspect. 
 

 
 

 
Plant trees in the triangles formed in the angled parking along Stuart Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parklet opportunities in Glyde Street 

Stuart Street landscape 
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Other specific landscape and place-making opportunities 
 
Establish a laneway vegetation campaign 
that identifies opportunities for the Town to 
plant trees in laneway reserves and 
encourages existing landowners to 
introduce additional planting on their lots, 
and reinforce the initiative, through the 
LDP, with the establishment of modest 
setbacks for all new development on 
laneways. (All precincts) 
 

 

Reshape the Centenary Park pond to avoid 
the need for railings. (St Leonards Green 
precinct) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Establish barriers at the front of Rodney’s 
Bait and Tackle and other shops to enable 
some al fresco activity. (Mosman 
Downtown precinct) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Establish a regular ‘picnic in the park’ in 
Centenary Park with food trucks and food 
stalls around the park. (St Leonards Green 
precinct) 
 
 
 
 
  
Establish a beer garden at the rear of 
Rodney’s Bait and Tackle. (Mosman 
Downtown precinct) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Laneway vegetation program  

Reshape Centenary Park 

Create al fresco opportunities 

Centenary Park picnic events 

Beer garden opportunity 
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Install festive bud and flood lighting in new 
and existing trees in the town centre streets 
of Glyde Street, Stuart Street and 
Ecclesborne Street. (Mosman Downtown, 
The Village, St Leonards Green precincts) 
 
 
 
  
Paint the railings in Centenary Park black to 
make them less noticeable and less 
‘municipal’. (St Leonards Green precinct) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Create a pocket park on the north side of 
Glyde Street behind the corner building to 
Stirling Highway. (Mosman Downtown 
precinct) 
 

 
 

Festive tree lighting 

Repaint Centenary Park railings 

New pocket park 
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