GM holden factory

these school
grounds were once
home to a car
assembly plant that
operated for
nearly five decades.

•

Opening in 1926, General Motors (Australia)
operated a vehicle assembly plant on this
site that provided cars to many Australians
during the motoring boom of the 1920s.
Around 200 workers assembled car parts
that had been shipped from South
Australia and Victoria at an average rate
of six vehicles per hour.
Working conditions in the Mosman Park
assembly plant were difficult in the early
years of its operation. According to former
Councillor Jack Hayes:
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‘…Work time started at 7.30, and you had
to be standing on your job at twenty-five
past seven. They would blow one whistle
and that was to get ready – it was like
starting a marathon…Should [the] line
break down through a fault in the supply
of electricity, which it used to do, they
would immediately lay everyone off in the
firm. You would be no longer in their
employ until such time that the electricity
came on again, and then you would
start work again’.
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In 1931, General Motors (Australia) merged
with Holden Motor Body Builders to
become General Motors-Holden Limited.
The factory struggled after the Great
Depression hit, but revived when Australia
became involved in the Second World
War. The inside of the factory was used to
manufacture aircraft wings and other
military components, while the area
surrounding the factory was used to store
and repair military vehicles.
Normal operations at the plant resumed
following the War. Automobiles including
Pontiacs, Oldsmobiles, La Salles,
Vauxhalls, Buicks, Chevrolets, Bedfords
and Holdens were assembled here until
1973, when the plant closed.

