
Built in 1897, this limestone church was the 
first church in the local area. The original 
rectangular building seated approximately 
150 people but was enlarged to seat twice 
this number in 1904. Over the following 
decades, new furnishings and fittings were 
added and alterations undertaken to make 
the church what it is today.

The wooden building to the right is 
Alexandra Hall. Built in 1903 to accommodate 
Sunday School classes, it soon became the 
focal point of community activity. From the 
1920s onwards, the hall hosted picture shows 
for up to 350 people, together with smaller 
gatherings for dances, club meetings, and 
public events. An Op Shop, still running 
today, started in the 1970s when the hall 
was partitioned and the hall continues to 
host a variety of community events. 

A third heritage building in this precinct is 
the Rectory, which stands around the 
corner at 1 Willis Street. This beautiful old 
home was built in 1899 and underwent 
major renovations in 2012 to restore its 
function as a rectory.   

Well-known architect Sir John Talbot Hobbs 
is responsible for the design of the St Luke’s 
Precinct, including the 1904 church 
extension, Alexandra Hall and the Rectory 
at 1 Willis Street. To have three of his 
buildings together makes this site unique. 

‘The hall was filled with young 
people and we had a 
wonderful time learning to 
dance there – no special 
teachers just everyone  
helping others.’
Dagmar Guthrie

(Above): Attendees of a 
fancy dress party held in 
Alexandra Hall, c. 1920.
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(Right): The restored Rectory 
at 1 Willis Street, 2014.
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St Luke’s Anglican 
Church Precinct

St Luke’s Anglican  
Church has been central  

to the Mosman Park 
community for over  

a century.•
St Luke’s 
Sporting Past
In the early 20th century, 
St Luke’s Anglican Church 
acquired freehold land 
on the corner of 
Monument and Willis 
Streets. This land, now 
occupied by a house and 
community garden, was 
the home of the  
St Luke’s Tennis Club 
between 1924 and 1973.  

After being extremely 
active in the 1930s, the 
tennis club slumped 
during the Second World 
War but was revived in 
1946 after the War 
ended. According to one 
resident of the time,  
St Luke’s Tennis Club was 
a ‘real social club’ where 
people who had never 
played tennis learned 
from those who had.   


