
At the beginning of the 20th century, the 
fertile Mosman Bay foreshore offered rich 
soil for farming wheat, oats and rye.  
Known as Samson’s Paddock, the area was 
so remote it was usually reached by boat.

In 1914, the Cottesloe Beach Road Board built 
a limestone road (now Johnson Parade) to 
improve access to the river. Following the 
subdivision of Samson’s Paddock in 1920, 
refreshment rooms sprang up to cater to 
the needs of the rapidly growing number 
of river-goers. Norris’s Tearooms, White’s 
Tearooms, Mowday’s Tearooms and 
Smith’s Boatshed and Tearooms provided 
changing rooms, rental boats, fishing bait 
and equipment, snack food, cool drinks 
and boiling water for the many picnickers 
who lined the foreshore.

For a community living through the Great 
Depression and Second World War, the 
Mosman Bay foreshore was a cheap source 
of entertainment for people of all ages.  
While children swam in the river, caught 
fish and crabs and enjoyed sweets, adults 
picnicked in the shade and cooked the 
day’s catch.

‘After we’d caught our crabs 
and prawns – and we used to 
have a fire going and had 
kerosene drums, which had 
handles – we’d boil the river 
water up and drop our prawns 
and crabs in. After they were 
cooked, we’d spread out lots of 
pieces of newspaper and then 
it was bog in – whoever ate 
fastest got the most.’
John Donnan

(Above): Eager swimmers 
wait their turn to use 
the diving platform in 
Mosman Bay, c. 1930.
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The Scott family 
enjoying a family 
picnic at Mosman 
Bay, 1946.
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(Right): Residents 
relaxing along the 
Mosman Bay 
foreshore,  
c. 1940. 
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Children playing at 
Mosman Bay, with 
Smith’s Boatshed in the 
background, c. 1950.
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MOSMAN BAY FORESHORE

The peaceful foreshore  
in front of you was  
once the hub of life  

in Mosman Park.•


