
Before European settlement, the Noongar 
people harvested food and water from the 
Mosman Park area as they travelled from 
today’s Perth towards Rocky Bay and 
across the Swan River.  

In the early decades of European 
settlement, this site was a remote 
picnicking area that was usually reached 
by boat. However, as the district 
developed in the 1920s, Chidley Point 
became a popular place for families to go 
sailing, fishing, prawning, crabbing and 
picnicking. On the cliffs above, children 
often spent their free time trapping rabbits 
and playing in the open bush.  

During the Great Depression, Chidley Point 
became more than a place of entertainment 
for many in the district as widespread 
unemployment forced many families into 
homelessness. These families built 
makeshift camps along the foreshore and 
in the limestone caves near Hinemoa Rock, 
living off the land until the men could get 
work. For some, this took several years, 
with camps remaining here until the 
beginning of the Second World War.

‘I was never idle as a kid, there 
was so much bush around us 
that we were free... 
Materialistically we did not 
have much, but we had a  
freedom now largely lost.’ 
W.E. Wight, local resident

(Above): Two women 
crabbing on the 
shores of Chidley 
Point, 1925.
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A young woman 
enjoys crabbing at 
Chidley Point, 1941.
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(Right): Sailing on 
the Swan River at 
Chidley Point, 1925.
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Hinemoa Rocks c. 1900.
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chidley point

Chidley Point has  
long been a playground  
for locals and visitors  

to Mosman Park.•
Hinemoa 
Rocks
In the 1880s, the racing 
yacht Hinemoa graced 
the waters of the Swan 
River. Owned by a 
local merchant and 
one of the first 
residents of the 
district, Rice Saunders, 
Hinemoa was known as 
one of the ‘finest on 
the River’.

Sometime before 1896, 
the Hinemoa hit a set 
of rocks just west of 
Chidley Point and 
sank. The rocks were 
subsequently named 
Hinemoa Rocks in 
honour of this well-
known vessel.  


