
In 1927, the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
purchased land on present-day Point Roe 
to build the Cottesloe Refinery. Opening in 
May 1930, the five-storey red factory 
supplied Western Australia with crystal 
and liquid sugar for over six decades.

With only a railway and a rough gravel 
track leading to the factory (now Owston 
Street), the sugar refinery was isolated 
from the rest of the municipality, leading 
workers and their families to develop a 
tight-knit community. Employees grew 
produce and raised chickens to trade 
between themselves, and a company car 
took women to the shops once a week. 
Daily life revolved around the sound of the 
factory whistles at noon and 5pm.  

Development in Mosman Park gradually 
enveloped the sugar refinery as land along 
the Swan River, once valued for industry, 
became prized residential real estate. The 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company sold the 
plant to developers in 1995 and production 
ceased in 1997. The refinery was demolished 
in the same year. It is difficult today to 
imagine the hive of activity that once 
characterised this place.

(Above): Cottesloe 
Refinery from 
across the Swan 
River, 1930.
Image courtesy of State 
Library of Western 
Australia 101088PD 

(Above): A look at the factory floor in 
the Cottesloe Refinery, 1954. 
Image courtesy of State Library of Western 
Australia 011889d

(Right): aerial view of the 
Cottesloe Refinery, 1935.  
Note its isolation on the 
undeveloped Swan River 
foreshore.
Image courtesy of State Library of 
Western Australia 019504PD

(Below): Part of the 
Cottesloe Refinery’s 
weighbridge.  
Image courtesy of Hocking 
Heritage Studios

Cottesloe  refinery  

Not so long ago,  
this housing estate  

was the site of a  
large sugar factory.•

The Last Remnant  
of the Cottesloe 
Refinery
Following its demolition in 1997, 
few physical remains were left to 
indicate this housing development 
was formerly a large industrial 
complex. One physical remnant 
that does remain is an old section 
of the factory’s weighbridge, 
which can be found in the middle 
of the road near the entrance of 
the residential estate above you.


