This quiet cove was
once part of an
important Noongar
trading route.

•

minim cove

Minim Cove is understood to have been a
camping ground and fishing site used by
Noongar people as they travelled to the
north bank of the Swan River from the
Perth area to North Fremantle. Tools found
here date back 9,930 years. These tools,
together with a smooth granite pounding
stone from the Darling Range, suggest
that Minim Cove is a Noongar site of some
age and importance.
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In 1839, Minim Cove was the site of the
area’s first land grant following European
settlement. Known to locals as ‘Billy Goat
Farm,’ this land operated as a farm,
popular picnic spot and dairy until the
1920s. Minim Cove was also home to a ferry
service to Preston Point before the bridge
from Perth to Fremantle was built. After
the bridge was completed in 1866, the
jetty was used to transport crops
and limestone.

A Geological Treasure
Minim Cove’s fossil deposits are one of few
occurrences in Perth’s proximity, making
the area a highly regarded source of
information and training for geologists.
In the 1920s, the cliffs at Minim Cove were
quarried to provide limestone for
Fremantle Harbour works. During this
process, workers revealed rich deposits of
fossilised shells that told geologists an
important story about the natural history
of the Swan River estuary. Fossil shells,
angled bedding and fossil root casts in the
limestone cliffs record the retreat and
advance of the ocean during the Middle to
Late Pleistocene period (750,000 to 10,000
years ago).
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