
Before children crawled through the 
tunnels here, Dutch explorer Commander 
Willem de Vlamingh (1697) and English 
explorer Captain James Stirling (1827) both 
scaled Buckland Hill to observe the 
surrounding landscape. Vlamingh caught 
his first glimpse of the Swan River from the 
peak of the hill.  

In 1850, a timber-framed navigation 
beacon was built on Buckland Hill to guide 
ships as they entered and exited the Swan 
River. The limestone obelisk to the east 
served as a trigonometric station from 
1880 onward, assisting surveyors to map 
the surrounding districts. Quarrying on 
the western side of the hill provided 
limestone for local buildings from the 
1890s to 1905, while a reservoir at the top 
of the hill provided fresh water for the 
area’s rapidly growing population from 
1924 onwards. J Sanson recalls childhood 
memories of the quarries:

‘…[It] was a wonderland, and we 

wandered everywhere, exploring the 

limestone quarries, some of which were 

still being worked, the small carts with 

their tired little horses pulling their 

heavy burdens of limestone to the kilns 

near the main road.’ 

‘…We would toboggan down 
[Buckland Hill] on old pieces 
of corrugated iron which were 
always to be found lying 
around…Upon arrival at 
home I would tell my mother 
when she asked me, ‘Have you 
been on Buckland Hill again?’ 
‘No Mum, of course not’, and I 
would be covered from head to 
toe with the limestone dust 
from the “slide”.’   
Valerie Booker

(Above): The obelisk on 
Buckland Hill in 1924.
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(Right): Aerial view of 
Buckland Hill in 1974. The 
obelisk is located in the 
middle of the reservoir.
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The Buckland Hill obelisk 
in 2013. To allow for the 
expansion of the reservoir 
on the top of the hill, the 
Metropolitan Water 
Authority relocated and 
restored the obelisk in 
1984 as a three-tiered 
structure 48 metres from 
its original site. 
Image courtesy of the Town of 
Mosman Park

Buckland hill

Buckland Hill, also  
known as ‘monument hill’ 
or ‘the monnie’, has been  
an important landmark  

in Mosman Park for  
nearly two centuries.•

Buckland Hill was also a major defence 
site during the First and Second World Wars. 
During the First World War, the Royal 
Australian Navy used the area around the 
obelisk, known as ‘the Monument,’ as a 
signalling station. During the Second 
World War, the Navy returned to establish 
a rest-and-recreation station along 
Boundary Road for its crew of destroyers 
and submarines. On the western side of 
the hill, a coastal artillery site known as 
Leighton Battery was built to defend 
Fremantle Harbour.   


