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Underground Power in the Town of Mosman Park 
 
As of early 2021, around 50% of dwellings in the Town of Mosman Park remain without 
underground power. There is significant community support for the Town to pursue options for 
undergrounding power for the remaining dwellings in Mosman Park. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
How does underground power benefit Mosman Park? 
 

• It improves reliability and security of electricity supply for residents (falling tree branches on 
power lines accounts for a significant proportion of power failures) 

• It reduces energy wastage 
• It improves service availability and power quality 
• It enhances streetscapes, tree canopy cover and therefore reduces the heat island effect 
• It reduces street tree maintenance costs  
• It improves street lighting and community safety 
• It has the potential to increase the value of properties 

 
Why is it taking so long to deliver complete underground power in Mosman Park? 
 

• Undergrounding power is a very costly and complex project. 
• Completing the underground power of the entire of the Perth Metropolitan Area is expected 

to take 40-50 years. 
• The Town has been unsuccessful with all State Government – State Underground Power 

Program applications submitted since Stage 2 – the most recent being Stage 6 in 2016. 
• Previous rounds of underground power projects were balanced in favour of those local 

governments who could contribute more money than the minimum requirements. Mosman 
Park was not in a position at that time to contribute the amount required to win the rounds. 

• However, Western Power has indicated that future rounds will be based solely on the 
condition of the network. 

What is the State Underground Power Program (SUPP)? 

• The SUPP is an initiative that replaces overhead power lines in established areas with 
underground power infrastructure. 

• The Program is a partnership between the Government of Western Australia, Western 
Power and local governments and the community. 

• Funding is awarded through competitive rounds similar to a public tender (subject to a 
budget for each funding round). The criteria in the past has varied but it is our 
understanding that the new program will be based on network reliability and safety. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/state-underground-power-program
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/state-underground-power-program
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What steps has the Town of Mosman Park taken so far in pursuit of complete underground 
power? 
 

• ToMP has previously applied for every round of funding in the SUPP since its inception in 
1999 without success (apart from the first pilot round) 

• In 2019, Council endorsed the establishment of the Underground Power Advisory Group in 
order to advocate to state government and other groups of interest, and to consider other 
ways outside of the SUPP for the completion of underground power in Mosman Park. 

• The advisory group has been researching and looking at all options available to the Town 
within its resources. 

• The Town has established an Underground Power Reserve and some revenue from the lease 
on the depot from Cottesloe is contributing to this reserve. 

• In 2020, Council received and acknowledged a petition from residents calling for the Town’s 
immediate action to complete the underground power network in Mosman Park. 

 
Since receiving the petition, what will the Town be doing to pursue complete underground power? 

• Following Council endorsement at the February Ordinary Council Meeting, the Town will be 
engaging a specialist project manager with civil engineering and financial modeling 
experience to advise us on the best way forward.  

• This consultant will be responsible for engaging with relevant stakeholders and developing 
the financial models to work out the best way forward in an equitable way. 

• The Town will continue to pursue underground power via the SUPP or any new program the 
government initiates. At the end of Stage 6 of the SUPP, new selection criteria will be used 
when assessing areas for underground power. 

• The condition of the Town’s distribution network is relatively good which could render us 
ineligible for the first round however Western Power has yet to release its priority list based 
on condition assessments.  

• The Town and other local governments are pursuing the release of this priority list. 
• The Town will continue to advocate for underground power with all relevant stakeholders. 
 

What other options are there to deliver/complete underground power in Mosman Park? 
 

• The Town will carefully consider all options during the financial modelling and review 
process including but not limited to; self-funding, resident contributions, levies, rating 
models, government grants, developer contributions and any other proposals which may 
lead to the best outcomes for the Town. These options will also carefully look at equity 
issues with respect to residents who already have underground power. 
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How can I stay informed about the progress of underground power in the Town? 
 

• Information will be updated on the Town’s website, as well as on the Town of Mosman Park 
Facebook page.  

• Significant community engagement will take place prior to any decisions being made by 
Council. 

• Please phone our Customer Service team on 9383 6600 (or email 
admin@mosmanpark.wa.gov.au) if you prefer to speak to someone in person. 

 
 
Where can I find more information online? 
Western Power 
State Government – State Underground Power Program 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@mosmanpark.wa.gov.au
https://www.westernpower.com.au/community/work-in-your-area/underground-power/
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/state-underground-power-program

